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Escalation-oriented De-escalation-oriented 
 
H 1 Shock worldwide over the outbreak of war 
H 2 Gorbachev blames Saddam Hussein 
H 3 In the opinion of many, the international community has failed 
  

  

1 1 The world reacted with shock and concern, often with conflicting feelings, on Thursday to 
the beginning of the Gulf War. 

  

1 2 The opinions ranged from restrained to unreserved support for the actions of the 
multinational force. 

  

1 3 Hardly any support was expressed for Iraq. 
 

  

2 1 In an immediate reaction, Soviet president Mikhail Gorbachev assigned the blame for the 
war to the Iraqi head of state, Saddam Hussein.  

  

2 2 The “tragic turn of events" was, he said, caused by the refusal of the Iraqi leadership to 
accept the international community's demand that it withdraw from Kuwait. 

  

3 1 Gorbachev stated that he had worked in favour of a settlement of the Gulf crisis up until 
the last possible moment. 
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3 2 He was informed by US Secretary of State Baker over the telephone of the attack by the 

allied air force only one hour before it occurred, and recommended that president Bush try 
once more to contact Saddam Hussein directly. 

  

3 3 The Soviet ambassador in Baghdad was immediately instructed to attempt to contact the 
Iraqi president, said Gorbachev. 

  

4 1 According to statements by Foreign Ministry spokesman Vitali Churkin, on Thursday, in a 
bunker in the Ministry, Soviet Ambassador Victor Posovalyik presented Iraqi Foreign 
Minister Tariq Aziz with a official message in which Baghdad was urged "clearly and 
unambiguously" to agree to a withdrawal from Kuwait. 

  

5 1 The Presidency of the Supreme Soviet passed a resolution that evening on the situation in 
the Gulf that called on the United Nations and the Secretary-General of the United Nations 
to try once again initiate a settlement to the conflict.  

  

5 2 The previous night, Soviet government representatives had contacted politicians in 
Germany, France, Great Britain, India and Arabic countries. 

  

5 3 According to Gorbachev, they were all requested to act jointly in favor of limiting of the 
conflict. 

  

5 4 He said the Soviets had done "everything imaginable" to resolve the conflict through 
nonmilitary means. 

  

H 4 Allies pledge their full support for the United States 
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6 1 The allied troops will not allow Iraq any time to regroup its forces after the air strikes, 

according to a statement by British Prime Minister John Major. 
  

6 2 He said on Thursday morning that the offensives were "very successful." 
  

6 3 He also stated that they would, in large measure, continue unless Saddam Hussein began 
to withdraw from Kuwait. 

  

6 4 A secure telephone connection was established between London and Washington.  
  

6 5 Mr. Major has presided over a session of the "War Cabinet" at 10 Downing Street since 
8:00 this morning. 

  

6 6 Opposition Leader Neil Kinnock explained, "We hope that the war is as short as possible 
with as few victims as possible. 

  

6 7 The world would be relieved if Saddam Hussein would realize that he could avoid death 
and destruction if he gave in". 

  

7 1 French Minister of Foreign Affairs Roland Dumas also assigned the blame for the 
outbreak of hostilities to Saddam Hussein. 

  

7 2 Because of his "intransigence", history would assign him "grave responsibility for having 
exposed his country and its citizens to the misery of war", said Dumas during the 
introduction to an emergency session of the Council of the West European Union in Paris. 
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8 1 The Iraqis had neither the vision nor the courage to end a policy that was unanimously 

condemned by the world community, said the President of the Council of the EC 
Luxemburg on behalf of the European Community. 

  

8 2 Additional victims and even greater destruction could be avoided only through an Iraqi 
withdrawal from occupied Kuwait, he continued. 

  

8 3 Spanish Prime Minister Gonzalez agreed that Iraq had to be forced to withdraw.  
  

8 4 He also stated that, at the same time, every effort should be made to resolve not only the 
conf1ict in Kuwait, but all of the problems in the region. 

  

9 1 The Danish and Norwegian heads of state, Mr. Schlueter and Ms. Brundtland, also 
expressed regret that lraq's unyielding policy had made this "tragedy with unforeseeable 
consequences" unavoidable. 

  

9 2 lrish Prime Minister Charles Haughy described the situation as "a step backward for 
humanity." 

  

10 1 "The weapons are speaking. There was, unfortunately, no other way", stated Dutch 
Prime Minister Ruud Lubbers in a broadcast message. 

  

10 2 Lubbers affirmed Dutch support by saying, "We stand behind President Bush." 
  

10 3 A conscious decision was made to send Dutch troops to the Gulf. 
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10 4 Japan, South Korea, Canada and South Africa also offered their full support. 
  

11 1 Cuba, Yemen, and North Korea were among the few who protested the handling of 
the crisis with Iraq. 

  

11 2 Jordan and Iran also criticized the US attack because it brought death and destruction to 
Muslims. 

  

11 3 They said that the US should not be allowed to extend its influence in the region to such a 
great extent. 

  

11 4 At the same time, Iranian President Rafsandjani accused Iraq of having made a serious 
error. 

  

11 5 The Iranian Ambassador to the UN Khamal Kharazzi said that his country was willing both 
to mediate in the war and to offer humanitarian aid to the victims of the conflict. 

  

11 6 UN Secretary-General Perez de Cuellar stated that, as a "man of peace" and head of an 
organization representing world peace, he feel only sorrow over the war. 

  

11 7 He said that he had tried desperately in Baghdad to avert war, but that the Iraqi leadership 
had turned a deaf ear. 

  

H 5 The Pope: Defeat for Lawfulness  
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12 1 Pope John Paul II described the beginning of the Gulf War as "a grave defeat for 

international law and the world community." 
  

12 2 He said that, up until the last possible moment, he had prayed and done "all that was 
humanly possible" to avert a "tragedy". 

  

12 3 The pontiff expressed his "deepest grief' and especially his sorrow for victims on both sides 
of the conflict. 

  

12 4 "War is not an appropriate means for solving problems among nations.  
  

12 5 It never has been and it never will be." 
  

12 6 He added that he hoped that the first day of war was enough to demonstrate to everyone 
that special efforts were required for a solution. 

  

13 1 Lybian revolutionary leader Ghaddafi stated in an "urgent communiquè" that it was the 
"international duty and the responsibility of the UN Secretary-General" to do 
everything in his power to ensure that the scope of the military operation against Iraq was 
"limited to the liberation of Kuwait." 

  

13 2 He stated that the Iraqi people must be spared from "irresponsible consequences." 
  

14 1 The Gulf Cooperation Council welcomed the attack. 
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14 2 The Council stated that the peoples of the Gulf would not forget the "crime" of those who 

had supported Iraq. 
  

14 3 This was taken as a threat against the Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO), 
which had aligned itself with Iraq. 

  

14 4 The members of the Council are Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Katar, the United Arab Emirates, 
Bahrain and Oman. 

  

14 5 King Fahd of Saudi Arabia blamed Saddam Hussein for having made the outbreak of war 
"inevitable." 

  

 


