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Escalation-oriented De-escalation-oriented 
 
H 1 Absurd 
  

1 1 The push by the French President and his head of government to name their own 
candidate for the office of President of the European Central Bank is just as inept as it is 
illusory. 

  

1 2 The appointment requires unanimity. 
  

1 3 A veto by the Dutch, who have their own candidate, is regarded as certain. 
  

2 1 The fact is that Paris once again fears an apparently oppressive German predominance in 
the monetary policy area. 

  

2 2 It is implied that Dutch Candidate Wim Duisenberg is only the shadow of German National 
Bank President Hans Tietmeyer – and thus a tool of the German National Bank. 

  

3 1 France has not the least prospect of success in its offensive against the imaginary 
predominance of the German National Bank.  

  

3 2 It does prevent the election of Duisenberg, but is not certain of thereby smoothing the way 
for a more compliant candidate. 

  

3 3 Furthermore, Paris could run up against difficulties if it attempts to place its nationals at 
the head of other European and international institutions. 
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3 4 Not least of all, France is endangering its international reputation.  
  

3 5 For national egocentric pride and vanity are currently less popular than ever. 
  

  ALFRED FRISCH, PARIS 
  

 
 


