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Peace on the Agenda in Pretoria and
Washington

Failure to arrive at a peaceful settlement
has led to much suffering in the Middle
East. Since fighting began last Septem-
ber, 431 Palestinians and 72 Israelis have
been killed.

There appears to be a disagreement be-
tween Israel' s foreign minister S Peres
and Prime Minister Sharon on the ques-
tion of how far Arafat can be held re-
sponsible for recent violence. Until the
setting up of Israel's Unity government
two months ago, the two had taken dif-
ferent approaches to the issue. While
Peres often speaks of the need to resume
peace talks, Sharon insists there will be
no negotiations until the violence ends.
Although Sharon has repeatedly held
Arafat responsible for militant attacks, the
fact remains that while Arafat leads the
Fatah movement, the other 3 radical Is-
lamic organizations, which have consis-
tently opposed Israeli/Palestinian peace
negotiations, are not under his control.

In Washington on Thursday Peres and
Bush discussed the truce plan proposed
by Egypt and Jordan and on the same
day in Pretoria, South Africa, Arafat in a
speech to the Non-Aligned Movement na-
tions declared his full commitment to the
truce plan.

However, the current Israeli government
sees the E-J plan as being one-sided.

Page 1 of 2

© 2003 by verlag irena regener berlin



Work sheet No. 7

Peace on the agenda Page 2 of 2
Escalation-oriented | De-escalation-oriented
H |1 [Peace on the Agenda in Pretoria and Washington

1 |1 [Failure to arrive at a peaceful settlement has led to much suffering in the Middle East.

1 |2 |Since fighting began last September, 431 Palestinians and 72 Israelis have been killed.

2 |1 |There appears to be a disagreement between Israel' s foreign minister S Peres and Prime
Minister Sharon on the question of how far Arafat can be held responsible for recent vio-
lence.

2 |2 | Until the setting up of Israel's Unity government two months ago, the two had taken dif-
ferent approaches to the issue

2 |3 | While Peres often speaks of the need to resume peace talks, Sharon insists there will be no
negotiations until the violence ends.

3 |1 |Although Sharon has repeatedly held Arafat responsible for militant attacks, the fact re-
mains that while Arafat leads the Fatah movement, the other 3 radical Islamic organiza-
tions, which have consistently opposed Israeli/Palestinian peace negotiations, are not un-
der his control.

4 |1 |In Washington on Thursday Peres and Bush discussed the truce plan proposed by Egypt
and Jordan and on the same day in Pretoria, South Africa, Arafat in a speech to the Non-
Aligned Movement nations declared his full commitment to the truce plan

5 |1 |However, the current Israeli government sees the E-J plan as being one-sided
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